


























10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



REPORT FROM THE WALLSEND VETERAN SUFPORT CENTRE

There is not & great deal to report at the present time. Our New Veteran Support Centre is up and running with |
& few teething probiems to be rectified. Using the same office a5 the Sub-Sranch Pensons Officergetsabit |
claustrophobic but we get on well together and it works. Very shortly we will be moving into larger rooms located |
iNSe the Ciub itself.

Wietnaim vieterans Day senice was held at the Memorad Wall keeated in front of the REL premises. About &0

members and partners sttended. A lone piper played welcomin g sl to the senice and then piayed the Last |
Post and Reveille. It was very much SpRreciated by all there, This was followed inside the Club with Kght lunch |
and refreshments i

In sgust | was anvited to Government House to attend the Vietnam and Korean Veterans Receptson, whch |
Socepted. At this functson thene wene veterans from all over, mostly Vietnam veterans. The Konean Veterans
were represented by those wihd werne still able and members of their family. At this gathening thene werne g
number of veterans that | onew and had not seen fior guite 8 while whith gave us time to speah abhowt the
isswes that concenm us all.

There were the usual addresses by the dignitanies present. The speech by Her Excelisncy the Honourabie
Margaret Seaziey AC HC, Governor of New South Wales | considersd was straight to the point concerning all |
weterans. | managed to speak later to her personally resanding her speech, The Govemor mentioned to me that |
she wanted to deliver 8 speech that was direct and to the point. After further conversation | asked Fa copy of |
the speech could be forwanded to me, which | received via email. | have a copy of that speech. | have not
inciuded it a5 an attachment not knowing what the comect procedure was regarding this. | have copies of this
with me.

Thee details below are a5 accurate as | can bt with the Advecate awa)y at present it s hard to have complete
details -

iOver the last 4-5 weekls there has been at least six new veterans seeking assistance and gusdance with their
COMPENSAT0N SNd,/O PENSION ClEims .

There are ppromately Sd weterans with us at present whose claims (both DERCA and MERCA) ane at var:us
stages and awaiting some kind of action or response from DVA. The length of time their ciaim s have been

procecsing vanes from & few months 1o owver 12 months. Snce the veteran Comes 1o our Adeoiate, the folkos IIFI
will be directed to the DVA delegste to try and get an owtcome.

Some of our putstanding work is awaiting documents from Army Records o paperaork from the medical
EXPErts OF AWaiting appointments when there i a shortage of specialists.

There are also veterans who try th compiete their own paperaork and then come to Veteran Support Centre for |
gustance and our Advocate has to deal with either a resubimi sSion oF amend ments to the claim, fresh paper- |

WOrk or time talking to the DVA delegates.

We have a qualifed level 2 Advocate whid volunteers for six hours each week st the Veteran Support Centre and |
can spend anything between 4 and & howrs on several other days each week with claims, paperaork and i
Following up phone calls and diSCUsSions with DV delegates.

We are lucky to have another Advocate in training for Level 1 who just needs to sthend his final training course
to achieve his qualification. He Spends six hours weekly in Veteran Support Centre reading and discussing on
going claims to further his knowiedge.

Thank you 1o our members, advertisers and supporters for their continuing
support of our Veterans Support Centre
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Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers & Peacemakers Association Inc.

HASTINGS MANNING MACLEAY We are an independent, 100% volunteer Registered Charity

SUB-BRANCH Ex-Service Organisation providing a welfare, pension, advocacy, support and information
VVPPAA Inc, PO Box 5330 service for veterans and ex-serving & serving members of the Australian Defence Forces,
Port Macquarie 2444 from all arms of the ADF and from all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping operations in

which Australia has been involved.

Phone: 6581 5230
E-mail: Vets614@gmail.com

website - MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS
1030 TO 1330

Open for business

PARTNERS OF VETERANS ASSOCIATION
Port Macquarie HASTINGS GROUP

The Partners of Veterans PMQ Hastings Group meet for Lunch at
12.30pm onwards on the Third Wednesday of each month

Partners of Veterans from all conflicts are always welcome.
Veterans Federation of Australia Tineke Dalton on 6586 3461

Vietnam War National Memorial, ANZAC Parade, Canberra

Source - Honesthistory.net




